The Comptroller-General of the Household
nified to examine their contents or use in his thanks anything to
suggest an alacrity to accept them. He merely bowed, his hands on
his breast, and the trays were discreetly handed over to Hs
servants.
The Comptroller: It is getting very hot. I have dismissed my
elephant and am taking you in my barge, as soon as it arrives.
That will be cooler for you than going by land.
An extremely handsome vessel was now observed coming along-
side, rowed by twenty-four slaves. The bow was lavishly carved
with faces, dancing figures, and foliage; the oarsmen sat amid-
ships $ and the stern, painted green and gold, was covered with an
awning and had side curtains of scarlet and yellow.
During the conversation with the Comptroller, the Samurai
captain had remained respectfully on the bank. Manrique noticed
him while they were transferring to the barge, and feeling it
would be a politeness to invite him to accompany them, asked
the Admiral's brother-in-law whether there was any objection.
The courtier demurred; the Samurai's rank was too low. But
when the Comptroller was approached he gave permission. A ser-
vant was accordingly sent to call him. The invitation profoundly
flattered the Japanese. Tipping the man, he came on board, and
going up to the Comptroller saluted him in the Malay manner by
joining his hands palm to palm and raising them above his head.
Seating himself beside Manrique, he said: 4 Your Reverence has
procured for me a great honour. As my Vicar, I am bound in any
case to serve you, but now my obligation is very much greater/
In recording this little scene Manrique remarks: 'The Japanese
nation is by nature the most ambitious of honour of all oriental
nations, and will sacrifice life itself to maintain a punctilio.'
As they rowed up the three miles which divided them from the
town, they passed between rows of floating houses moored to
each bank. It was like a street in Venice on a gala day, 'the traffic
of small craft so heavy that we could scarcely make our way in
midstream'. At last they reached the crowded wharf, where the
Comptroller's police cleared a space for them to land.
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